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High School students make us proud with an unprecedented result!
Asha is immensely proud to share with you the success of Asha students in national level high school exams. This year, the
students have surpassed all expectations with more than 250 students securing a first division - a statistic that in itself is a firstever at Asha.
From all Asha communities across Delhi, four students have scored more
than 90% marks and 14 students scored between 80% and 90%. This result is
a huge leap forward from 2008 when most of the students scored an average
of 55%. Even last year not a single student had scored above 90% marks.

Asha is now helping the students
with the application process for
admission to Delhi University

What makes their achievements even more remarkable is the fact that these
students live in some of the country's poorest communities. They struggle each
day to help with their household's chores, stand in long queues to use the
community toilets and walk long distances to get to their schools. These students
have to wait for all their family members to sleep so that they can study in the
middle of the night when the slum is quieter.

The only source of encouragement these students ever had was regular meetings
with Dr Kiran and the Asha team alongside Asha's new Student Ambassadors who
left no stone unturned to help them. With their hard work and determination and
consequent success, these students have shown what can be achieved if a person
sets their heart to it. Here are some stories that bring this fact to life...
Shalu lives with her family of 6 members in a very small house in Tigri slum colony.
Her father, a daily wage labourer, earns barely INR 3500 a month. He never
approved of her studies and is still reluctant about sending her to university.
Despite all this, Shalu has managed to score an aggregate of 84% in humanities
with 95% in Political Science. She is now eager to join university to continue her
studies.
Mayank, a student from Kusumpur Pahari has scored 83.7% in science stream.
His father works as a helper in the university canteen and his mother is a house wife.
The elder of two siblings, Mayank has been associated with Asha since he was in
the eleventh grade. Regular counselling
sessions and supply of supplementary
reading material coupled with his
dedicated efforts helped him to secure
82.8% in his school leaving exams.

"I made full use of the reference
books that Asha gave me.
Now I want to become an
engineer and possibly shift out of
the slum one day." - Mayank

"I want to become a teacher so that
I can help other children like I have
been helped by Asha." - Shalu

As the Asha team continues to support these students in every possible way,
we ask you to consider helping us in this endeavour.
To overcome financial challenges that they face, Asha provides them with
education scholarships, books, clothes and funds for transport.
It costs £450/$700 per year to send a child from the slums to University.
Any support that you are able to extend will go a long way to give a slum student
a chance to succeed in life and permanently escape poverty.

Visit the website: www.asha-india.org | Facebook: facebook.com/ashasociety1 | Twitter: twitter.com/ashasociety

Deputy High Commissioner of Australia hosts the first meeting of Friends of Asha (Delhi)
Deputy High Commissioner of Australia, Mr Bernard Philip and Asha’s
Founder and Director, Dr Kiran Martin, co-hosted an evening
reception at Mr Philip's residence on 1st May 2014. The event was
organised to introduce new friends to Asha's wonderful work and
initiate a Friends of Asha group in Delhi.

Dr Kiran speaking about Friends of Asha overseas

The event began with Mr Philip welcoming the guests and he spoke
about the support that Australia is extending to Asha for its various
programmes. "Internationally, there are multiple Friends of Asha
in the US, Great Britain, Ireland and Australia. But despite the
incredible support in Delhi, we are yet to bring supporters
together. We hope that by bringing friends together we can raise
efforts to support Delhi's slum dwellers to a whole new level." Mr
Philip added.

Dr Kiran gave a brief outline of Asha's history and key achievements and spoke about the Friends of Asha in other countries
and the kind of activities they perform. It was overwhelming to see the keen interest among the guests for becoming a part of
Friends of Asha (Delhi). Mr Sam Pitroda, Advisor to the Prime
Minister of India talked about his own journey and encouraged the
students to never give up despite all the challenges. Mr Sandeep
Dhawan, Division Director, Macquarie Group; Ms Genevieve
Clune, wife of Mr Bernard Philip; Mr Jim Nickel, Deputy High
Commissioner of Canada and Ms Sonya McGuinness, Corporate
Services Manager, International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
were the other speakers at the event.
(Right) Ms Sonya McGuinness talks about Asha student Babita
who is now employed at International Rice Research Institute
after successfully completing her internship with the organisation last year

Freddy Martin meets friends and supporters in the UK
It was wonderful for Asha's Associate Director, Freddy Martin to be
able to spend time in the UK this April. His two-week-long trip to
the country was very fruitful and he met some very inspiring
individuals and many new Asha supporters.

Clifton upon Dunsmore School gets ready for
'Run for Asha 2014'

Freddy was invited to speak with groups of students at Pates
Grammar School in Cheltenham, St Andrews School and St
Bartholomew's School in Coventry and Clifton Upon Dunsmore
School in Rugby. One of the highlights of his visits to schools was a
fun packed "Run for Asha 2014" organised by Clifton Upon
Dunsmore. Children were sponsored to run in mile laps, with every
child from reception up to year 6 running.

Apart from his visits to schools, Freddy also met with a group
of young people called "The Legacy" for breakfast. Hugely
inspired after hearing about Asha's Higher Education
programme, the group plans to visit Asha in the coming year.
Asha Ambassadors in Llanelli, Una and Vic Brown, hosted a
curry night for 60 people. A similar event, kindly hosted by
Mark and Becky Jennings, was also organised for Asha
supporters at the Well in Kidwelly.
Rev Paul Weston of New Generation Church invited Freddy to
share in the Youth event of Spring Harvest, an interdenominational Christian conference, called "iScape"inspiring numerous young people.

Freddy with 'The Legacy' group
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A Tribute to Mr P Chidambaram, for his longstanding support for Asha Communities
As former Indian Finance Minister, Mr P Chidambaram stepped down
from electoral politics, the Asha family wanted to express gratitude for all
that he has done for Asha communities over the past years. Australian
High Commissioner, HE Patrick Suckling and Asha co-hosted an evening
reception on May 7th to pay tribute to Mr Chidambaram and his
longstanding support for Asha .

Australian High Commissioner, HE Patrick
Suckling delivering the welcome address

In her address during the evening, Dr Kiran highlighted the value of Mr
Chidambaram's personal encouragement to Asha's Higher Education
Programme since its inception in 2008. She also thanked him for opening
the door of state owned banks to slum dwellers - unleashing a whole new
era of economic opportunity for the urban poor in Delhi.

"This evening pays tribute to what one man can do, how much of a
difference he can make. I often think how much we could achieve if only
there were more people like him and indeed, his influence and example
has brought many more new supporters." she further added.
Mr Chidambaram further encouraged students by presenting 17 bright
students with awards for outstanding achievement in Class 12, at college, upon
graduation and during internships. "I am truly proud of my association
with Asha. What these children need is an opportunity and Asha is
providing them an opportunity so that they can excel in this unequal
society. These are the children who have broken through the walls that
kept them virtually imprisoned. These are the children who have broken
free and their children will be equal to any child anywhere in the world."
said Mr Chidambaram.

Asha student Akhlaq receiving an award from
Mr Chidambaram for his outstanding
performance during his internship at the
New Zealand High Commission last year

T he event was also
attended by many Asha
supporters including representatives from major banks and companies
providing internships to Asha students. Also attending the event were the
Former Union Minister Mr Mani Shankar Aiyar, the US Ambassador HE
Nancy Powell, the Canadian High Commissioner HE Stewart Beck and the
New Zealand High Commissioner HE Grahame Morton.
(Left) Mr P Chidambaram with Dr Kiran Martin, HE Patrick Suckling,
HE Nancy Powell, HE Grahame Morton and HE Stewart Beck

Our Topper Shubham beats all odds to triumph in exams!
This year's topper Shubham Kumar scored 94% in his exams in commerce stream. With
an impressive 92% in English, 95% in Economics, 95% in Mathematics and 95% in
Accountancy, he has made all of us proud. Suddenly a star in the community, Shubham
exuded confidence as he talked about becoming a chartered accountant one day.
His dream might seem realistic except for the fact that the only source of income in
Shubham's family is his elder brother's small tea stall. Shubham is the youngest among all
his siblings. About 10 years back, his father left the family and started living separately.
After that his elder brother, who was then in high school, had to leave his studies to
support the family. Shubham also works in the tea-shop to help his brother.
All this couldn't deter him from achieving his goals. Asha provided him with reference
books and workshops as well as regular counselling and career guidance and constantly
urged him to never give up. When asked about his dream in life Shubham says, "I will
work hard to bring my family out of the vicious cycle of poverty. I now have the
courage to fight for a brighter place in the world and it has been possible because
of the direction that Asha has given to my life."
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Impressions on Asha
At Asha we are privileged to have friends and supporters from all over the world who have pledged their support to
Asha in many ways. A few of them share their thoughts on Asha here.
As you know you have many friends in the United States of America; and they are very proud to be associated with your
projects. They are very pleased to find a partner that they know is going to deliver. As we saw tonight, you are certainly doing
that and making a very big difference in the lives of many Indians - to watch the transformative power of education is always a
very rewarding piece.
HE Nancy Powell, US Ambassador to India
(Excerpt from her speech at the evening reception to pay tribute to the former Indian Finance Minister, Mr. P Chidambaram)

There are very few organizations I have seen that have had as much impact
through their sheer persistence and the willpower of people [slum
communities that Asha works with]. Just to bring up and cultivate talents
and opportunities among a group of people who perhaps hadn't expected
these changes due to their birth or circumstances is a very inspiring story.
We are very proud to see our 15 year old relationship with Asha.
HE Grahame Morton, New Zealand High Commissioner to India
HE Grahame Morton with college students
from Asha communities

(Excerpt from his speech at the evening reception to pay tribute to the
former Indian Finance Minister, Mr. P Chidambaram)

It is a pleasure for Canada to be a part of the Asha programmes and to be a part of the Asha family. Brenda, my wife is a mentor
to one of the Asha students. We had two Asha students as part of our internship programme. They have done a wonderful job
for us.
HE Stewart Beck, Canadian High Commissioner to India
(Excerpt from his speech at the evening reception to pay tribute to the former Indian Finance Minister, Mr. P Chidambaram)

I am very pleased to be here to visit the work of Asha, and to meet
interesting, determined and heartwarming people who inspired
me through their determination and the community spirit. I am
very grateful for this opportunity to be able to meet with them and
better understand the work that has been done by Asha and how
the communities working together not just improved their lives
but also helped others.
Mr Jonathan Tow, Deputy High Commissioner, Singapore
(Excerpt from his comments after his visit to Asha in March 2014)
(Right) Mr Tow at an Asha student's house in Jeevan Nagar slum colony

During my recent visit to Mayapuri slum colony, I asked the women what they had personally gained most from participating as
community volunteers with Asha. They were unanimous in telling me that it was self-confidence and a belief in themselves to
do the job well. The ensuing discussion with the university students and the one recent graduate was living testimony to the
power of education. The young people were confident, brimming with energy and enthusiasm as they faced a future with
prospects of a better life. How this contrasts with the children's lives and prospects before Asha facilitated their access to
schooling in the 1990s. At that time not only did they have no schooling, they also had no childhood.
Jennifer Beck, Melbourne, Australia
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Farewell to Canadian High Commissioner, HE Stewart Beck
On 22nd May, Dr Kiran hosted a farewell dinner at her residence to thank
Canadian High Commissioner HE Stewart Beck for his contributions towards
the work of Asha. Mr Beck has been a strong supporter of Asha's Higher
Education Programme and Internship Programme. Mr Stewart Beck was
accompanied by his wife Ms Brenda Beck, who was also a mentor to one of our
students.

HE Stewart Beck, Ms Brenda Beck and
Dr Kiran during the farewell dinner

Dr Kiran talked about the long association between the Canadian High
Commission and Asha and thanked Mr Beck for the support he extended during
his tenure. Two of the college students from the Asha slums, Usha and Rohit,
who interned with the Canadian High Commission shared their experiences.

"For the first time in my life, my wife and I have got such a joy in working with an
organisation which is working so closely at the grass root levels. During my stay in India, I was associated with the work of Asha
in slum communities. I found it very inspiring." Mr Beck said, while addressing the gathering. "I will be supporting Asha in the
future as well." he further added.

The Big British Curry Night in Aid of Asha
Thank you to all those who supported the Big British Curry Night in 2013, raising close to £4000. Your enthusiasm to help the
slum dwellers in Delhi is truly inspiring! This year we hope the event will be bigger and better with many supporters from across
the UK holding curry nights in aid of Asha.

The date is set - Saturday, 20th September 2014
The concept is simple, just invite your friends round for a curry and ask them to
make a donation to the work of Asha. It couldn't be simpler. If you want to go a
step further and organise a group curry night at a local Indian restaurant or
Church Hall then we will be sure to help you make it a great night for all.
To make your event even easier you can use our partner website
www.dinner4good.com/friendsofasha to organise your event, send invitations
and collect online funds for Asha. Check it out!

Curry night by our supporters at Yeovil in 2013

We would love to hear your plans for the night so that we can pass on fun tips and menu suggestions directly from the Asha team
in Delhi. Please get in touch with lucy.barbour@asha-india.org for more information.

News in Brief
Women & Children promote Asha Values in slums

Asha Students meet senior BJP leader L.K. Advani

Women's and children's groups from Asha slums across
Delhi organised "Asha Values" rallies to encourage slum
communities to practise the Asha values in their day to day
lives. The core of Asha's work is based on values like
generosity, gratitude, compassion, justice and non
violence. These basic human values have an immense
transformative power. They can bring out the best in a
person making them more creative, more resilient, more
trusting and more trusted and have the capacity to bring
people together.

College students from Asha slum communities
accompanied by Dr Kiran Martin and other members of
the Asha team met Mr LK Advani, senior leader, BJP
Parliamentary Party in the month of May. They
congratulated Mr Advani for the party's tremendous
victory in the general elections.
Asha hopes that this is only the beginning of a relationship
with the new leadership and will open more avenues for
the benefit of Delhi's urban poor.
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Friends of Asha
If you want to contribute to the lives of poor slum dwellers in Delhi, then you can become a Friend of Asha. Join the Asha
family, which exists to help the downtrodden and oppressed live a life of dignity and hope. Friends of Asha make a huge
contribution to our activities through donations, fundraising events, volunteering and raising awareness of our work.
In March, a team of 26 students and four teachers from the American
Embassy School, New Delhi visited Asha's community centre in
Kusumpur Pahari slum colony. The school sends out similar teams of
students to various Asha communities annually.
This year, as a part of their population studies project at the school, the
students were interested in learning about the life of the urban poor in
Delhi. The students were moved to hear the challenges faced by the
community as the children and college students from Kusumpur talked
about their day to day life.
There are all sorts of things you could do to get involved with Asha.
If you organise a fundraiser, please send us details and photos,
and you may be in this space next time!

The students from the American Embassy School
with Asha's high school and college students

Supporters from United States can make a tax deductible donation to Asha
For a Tax Deductible Donation, please make your check payable to “American Society for Health for All” and mail to:
Louanne Hempton, American Society for Health for All (ASHA), 96 Sweetwater Ave #6, Bedford, MA 01730, USA.
Email: lhempton@hotmail.com EIN #010557632 | ASHA (USA) is a 501 (C) 3 registered charity.

You can also send your contribution directly to Asha
To donate online: Please visit our website at www.asha-india.org/getinvolved/donate
To donate by cheque, please make your cheque payable to “Asha Community Health and Development Society”
and post it with the form below to:
The Administrator, Asha Society, Ekta Vihar, RK Puram Sector 6, New Delhi - 110022, INDIA.
Posting named cheques to India is a perfectly safe and secure method of making your donation.
Please be assured that you will not incur any bank charges when donating directly to Asha in India.

Yes, I want to become a ‘Friend of Asha’
My contribution of __________________________ is enclosed.
I would like to become a Hope Giver and contribute ______________________ every month. My first contribution is
enclosed. Please send me a standing order form.
I particularly want to contribute towards _______________________________________________________________
Please keep me informed about Asha’s activities. My email is________________________________________________
Full name & title ___________________________________ Organisation (if any) _____________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________ Postcode____________________________Country____________________

How we will put your money to work
$40 will cover one college preparation workshop for 30 children
$75 will provide a student with new clothes for university
$110 will buy books for one child for one year
$310 will pay the university tuition fees for one child for one year
$700 will cover all university expenses for one child for one year
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